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Diversit) In Unity. 


BY J. H. WORST. 


In the spiritual and physical universe God has 
blended innumerable substances and faculties into 
one harmonious unity. Whatever may be the 
character of the organism or quality of the sub- 
stance their mission is established and consum- 
mated without joy or friction. Man alone is the 
organizer of confusing and discordant systems. 
In religion this fact is notably illustrated. 

There is not a human system of religion extant 
that practically ignores caste or contains the neces- 
sary flexibility to adaft its advantages to more than 
three points upon the scale of civilization. I n«ed 
scarcely add that religion proper is sadly humaniz 
ed, and narrowed down to fit the ideas and notions 
of a leading element as to its proper scope and 
functions. 

Tabulate lor me the inherent degree of mercy, 
faith, benevolence, intolerance, and vengeance con- 
tained in the make-up of the leaders of any religious 
organization and I will demonstrate the exact 
quantity of each their God possesses. In this way 
about three hundred organizations are enabled to 
sustain distinct identities with conceptions of God's 
will just as narrow as the narrowest, and on up to 
the broadest possessed by the acknowledged leaders 
among them all. 

Fortunately or unfortunately God tolerates a 
wide range of civilization and mental acumen that 
starts with the savage and ends among the mental 
athletes of our own age and possibly of our own 
nation. No narrow system of religion can embrace 
them all or any major fraction of them. All efforts 
hitherto put forth by finite minds to formulate 
creeds, confessions or dogmas have proven that 
men can make nothing larger than themselves. 
Their well meant endeavors must be broadened 
or narrowed as the common mind advances or 
retrogrades. 

Dfd you ever know a religious teacher that 
would possibly be wrong in his deductions? Did 
you ever know of one who did not grasp and hold 
the fullness of Gospel ethics and the divine will? 
And yet the medley presented by these knowing 
thousands, each differing from all his fellows is a- 
musing, if not satisfactory. 

In church government it is the same. A very 
large class feels it incumbent uj>on it — or them 
separately — to correct his brother and set him 
right. 

They feel that to them is given a sort of guard- 
ianship over others in addition to the labor of taking 
care of themselves. They feel able and seem will- 
ing to do their own thinking, and in addition there- 
to, to generously think for others also. In other 
words they reduce religion to the level of personal 
property. 

I am opposed to it. The struggle which brought 
the Brethren church to the front meant more than 
a mere change of dictators ; it meant one God, one 
Christ, one law, and every member equally to every 
other member and amenable to the one great Judge, 
and to Him alone. 

A man's private opinions or prejudices can pre- 
vail only to the limit of moral suasion and must 
there cease. 

I expected about as much diversity upon minor 
topics as would balance the ordinary peculiarities 
and whims ot so many people in the aggregate, 
and am not disappointed. 

Others are disappointed because their ideas are 
not universally accepted upon speculative points, 
and what is more, they will be disappointed again. 

A convention that will entertain endorse, or 
attempt to enforce any speculative measure, un- 
demonstrable question, or anything else not so fully 
settled by Gospel authority as to preclude honest 
differences of opinion will prove an enemy to the 
church and a brand that will consume its mission 
and its hopes. 

A congregation can best settle that difficulty 
by majority, or forbearance, 

I am aware that the disposition to coerce is not 
dead, and to enforce private opinions never existed 
in more ultra form one decade ago than now exists 
among certain Brethren. I hope those feeling 
their guardianship so severely will have the good 


sense not to push their pet schemes beyond their 
personal influeiwe, as such. Men will differ, and 
so long as that difference is neither derogatory to 
Christian piety or damaging *o moral purity let 
the man alone ti the enjoyment of hu whims as 
his private property. If he disobeys the Gospel, 
lies, steals, blasphemes or refuses to obey the Gos- 
pel, then simply let the church execute the divine 
law, but go no further. 

If a brother living in Texas must stand guard 
over tfce churches in Pennsylvania, then is the con- 
gregational system a fallacy and the fatherhood of 
eldership as sweeping as the caprice of the minister 
who is adorned by the title. 

I stand by the revealed will ol God, and oppose 
any and every measure that tends to usurf that 
judgment which lie has retained unto himself. 

Where tUe Scriptures are plain I am plain, and 
where obscure, obscure. 

I believe that we are a unit upon the essentials 
of revealed religion, and hold the same conception 
of its rites and ceremonies. If a local congrega- 
tion makes a change owing to environments, and 
that change is not demonstrably a violation of the 
Gospel, thete is no use of all the surrounding 
churches going into spasms over it and talking 
about "our doctrine" going to the dogs, etc. "Ours" 
indeed may, but Christ's, never. My reliance up- 
on distinctive doctrines is based upon their correct- 
ness, and the hue and cry so often raised through 
lear of their obliteration savors strangely of the 
impoteucy of the arguments and Gospel that sup- 
port them. 

Did it require so much genius to establish them 
from Gospel hints here and there, aud so much re- 
search and ingenuity to frame them into their pres- 
ent orer that the iron hand of law must be invoked 
to maintain them ? 

By common consent the Gospel is the recognized 
creed of tbe Brethren — only it and nothing more. 
The distinctive doctrines it enunciates are plain 
and readily understood. Upon this point all agree ; 
but the manner ol conforming to them may not be 
flinexible in every instance, though the effect pro- 
duced and the end sought may be identical. 

A commendable nun y can exist in the face of 
diverse action. 

The old church spent much time and money 
about modes of feet- washing, until, I lear, the good 
effect, intended to flow from this observance were 
lost entirely upon the precision of the form and 
exactness of tbe machinery. 

If God's mind were like a human mind it would 
be different ; if His caprices were human He might 
look more to tbe form than to the motive or effect, 
but He is God, and His justice and mercy are per- 
fect. The wrong doer is amenable to Him where 
the law and testimony do not convict him in ad- 
vance. 

We want harmonious action but breadth-sufficient 
to admit those of otber temperaments to exercise 
heart and brain to accomplish the same purpose, if 
not in tbe identical way. 

All creation about and within us demonstrates a 
diversity and yet all prove a perfect unity. 

I am not pleading the cause of doctrinal antag- 
onism, but the folly and mischief of wrangling over 
minor matters and creating distinctions without a 
real difference. 

The past two years have demonstrated tbe 
prosperity of.tbe Brethren in the face of gigantic 
obstacles ; let not the sword of dictation now tram- 
mel the cause, nor a return to tbe foolishness of 
church legislation and elder discipline again be 
allowed to shackel the church with chains. 

When that dread hour arrives the fires will be 
kindled anew that now rest beneath the white 
ashes of contentment. This generation nor the 
next will tolerate again Any species ot bossism or 
any interference with Gospel right and Gospel 
liberty. 

I am therefore in favor of n convention to pro- 
mote the cause of Christ but not to promote tbe 
ideas of any man nor to formulate articles of faith. 

Williamsport, Dak. 


paper for some time paat, has been unusually in- 
teresting to me. It is a question however in my 
mind whether the subject matter of the paper has 
been gradually improving or whether the improve- 
ment has been going on in myself, . 
How does it seem to the readers in general ? 
Let as many as can write, express themselves 
on this subject. "In the multitude of counsellors" 
the fact may be established. I am inclined to be- 
lieve however that when our church literature be- 
comes "dry" and disinteresting to us, the fault is 
largely and perhaps altogether in us. At such 
times we lack spirituality and Christian zeal, or we 
would ourselves contribute such manuscript as 
would greatly tend toward awakening these de- 
sirable qualities also in others ; but then again, 
many of us I believe like myself, are not practical 
writers because we lack some literary training ; it 
requires too much time for us to put our thoughts 
in readable shape. 

If I was able at all times to give expression to 
the sentiments of my heart accurately, I would 
certainly write often and upon various topics. We 
are not all so situated that we can enjoy the privi- 
leges offered by Ashland College, and many of the 
other Colleges or we might all have our hidden 
talents brought out and developed. However, 
since we are all obliged to conform to our surround- 
ing circumstances in life, we can not do better than 
be contented with our lot ; so far as temporal things 
and privileges art; concerned. "A little that a 
righteous man hath is better than the riches of 
many wicked." "Godliness with contentment is 
great gain." 

If we possess these qualities we are a happy peo- 
ple already here in this life. In striving after 
riches we lose the blessing "contentment," and 
the "jewel" 1 consistency : we become "Lukewarm," 
too much at ease in zion. When we flourish and 
prosper, the most, a spiritual drouth is the more 
likely to take root in us ; and often, unless we are 
aroused to a sense of our condition, by some special 
providence of God, we grow cold entirely- To 
obviate this and other evils, our church papers can 
be a power for good, if we will all try to make 
them so. It seems to me this should l.e almost 
the sole object of a church paper, to instruct and 
encourage each other in the Lord, thst we grow 
not weary in well doing ; there always is a lesson 
for us to learu if we are so inclined. We ought 
not only to engage in serving the Lord from a 
sense of our obligations to him ; for if this be our 
only motive it is likely to be an indifferent service ; 
but we ought also ever to realize the fact, that it is 


1 Few Thoughts about Oar Church Paper. 


By way of encouragement to the Editors of the 
Brethren Evangelist I feel like saying that tbe 


our good privilege, to "rejoice, ever more in the 
Lord." "We have been bought with a price : 
therefore ought we to glorify God in our spirits 
which are his." I think the most of the so-called 
Christian people in this part of the Lord's "Moral 
vineyard" try to encourage Godliness wherever an 
effort ia made to cultivate it, regardless of factional 
name. Whether we be called progressive, eon, 
servative, or old order, it matters not to me. 

In Christian zeal, and good works, however I 
want to be progressive, to this end may the good 
Lord help us all, is my prayer. 

A. C. Landks. 

Yerkes, Pa., Aug. 2, 1886. 


Single-minded men always succeed. The wedge 
says Carlyle, will rend rocks, but the edge must be 
shatpand single; ii it be double, the wedge ia 
bruised in pieces, will rend nothing. 

When we are Ubering under any \ hysical malady 
we see everything through a disordered medium, 

It can not be too deeply impressed upon the mind 
that application is the price to be paid for mental 
acquisitions; and that it is absurd to expect it with- 
out as it is to look for a harvesting without seeds, 

Testimony is an arrow shot from a long bow ; its 
force depend son the strength of the hand that draws 
it. Argument is like an arrow from a cross bow, 
which has the same force whether shot by a man or 
a child. 

Sometimes I am almost convinced that the reward 
for honesty is far from equal to the homage render- 
ed rascality. We demand honesty, yet fail to rec- 
ognize it. 

A man is not good or bad for one action. 


